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AIDS advocacy group gets Gillibrand’s attention

BY LAURA HEFTER AND
AVANTIKA KUMAR
Columbia Daily Spectator

A Columbia student group
is extending a helping hand to
people with AIDS in the com-
munity—and achieving national
results.

Members of the Student
Global AIDS Campaign hosted a
call-in last weekend to get sena-
tors to agree to protest cuts in
global health funding, and 18
senators eventually signed a
letter that will be delivered
to the House Committee on
Appropriations.

Thirteen senators had signed
the letter by last Friday, but
New York’s Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand, who has spoken di-
rectly with SGAC, extended the
deadline to Monday. Members
of SGAC reached outside of
their group to get more peo-
ple to call their senators, and
by Monday night, the number
of senator signatures had in-
creased to 18.

Mel Meder, BC '14 and mem-
ber of SGAC, said that young ac-
tivists had gone to Gillibrand’s
events and personally cam-
paigned for her attention.

“It was the result of youth
activists that she agreed to send
it out,” Meder said of Gillibrand.
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‘e been fighting the disease locally since 2002.




